
Hello, Everyone, 

I have had the honor of being the state president for yet another year.  
I thank you for the pleasure.  I realize that the newsletter has not gone out as 
often as we would have liked but due to illness of several council members, it 
hasn’t happened.  Please forgive us for this. 

It has been a busy year despite all the problems the council has encountered.  
We held all the usual functions very successfully.  So much so that we have 
ended the year with a small surplus.  We have had good attendance to all the 
events, but it could be better.  We have a rather large membership base 
compared to other divisions around the country, but we don’t get the 
attendance at functions we should.  As your president and head of the council 

I would like to invite you to answer the questionnaire that our secretary Sandy Triplett, who has 
graciously accepted the position, will be sending to you.  This way we can plan things which you will 
want to put on your calendar and attend.  As you look at the newsletter check out the pictures and read 
about the events which took quite a great deal of planning.  We could use help in planning and in 
attendance.  There are openings on the council and on subcommittees.  Consider helping and coming to 
each and all the things held by the association. 

We were able to donate $1278 to ‘Operation K9’ this year and have decided to support this as our 
charity for this coming year as well.   

I would like all of you to think about attending the federal conference as that is where you get the real 
scope of the organization, plus you get to meet some really great people. 

Enjoy this newsletter and think about how you can contribute to the association.  See you soon!!! 

Cheers, 

Dana (DeDe) Stoba 
President  
Australian American Association in South Australia 
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 THANKSGIVING  22 NOV 2018 

Thanksgiving was celebrated with a traditional dinner of turkey with all the trimmings, pumpkin pie or 
fruit salad, tea and coffee at the Walkers Arms  Hotel, Walkerville.  
Thirty AAASA members and friends plus eleven members of the Australian Fulbright Alumni Association 
SA Chapter attended together with twenty six visitors that had responded to the flyers posted on the 
association website and Facebook, giving a total of 67 guests. The invitation was extended to the 
Fulbright Alumni at the suggestion of Vice President  John Sturgul, who is a member of that alumni. 
The president, DeDe Stoba, welcomed guests and gave a brief history of the origins and traditions of 
Thanksgiving. Following the popularity of the thanksgiving quiz held the previous two years, the quiz was 
conducted by our Events Coordinator Aleta Lavender Kelley and prizes were awarded. The evening was 
most  enjoyable . 
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The AAASA were again invited to attend the service to mark the bombing of Darwin on 19 February 
1942, which was carried out by the Japanese carrier-based planes that had bombed Pearl Harbour.  The 
service is now held at the Salisbury RSL Sub Branch following the closure of the Repatriation & General 
Hospital Daw Park . 
President DeDe accepted the invitation to lay a wreath on behalf of AAASA.  On arrival, DeDe found 
that Ron Read, who laid a wreath on behalf of the AAASA last year, had contacted the RSL and was on 
the program to lay a wreath this year also. The program was corrected and Ron laid a laurel wreath on 
behalf of a relative who had been in Darwin at that time. 
The service was well attended with a large number of tributes laid.  Refreshments were provided by the 
Salisbury RSL in their clubrooms following the service. 

BOMBING OF DARWIN REMEMBRANCE 19 FEBRUARY 2019 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 20 SEP 2018 

The Annual General Meeting  was held on 20 September at 1 Regent Court, Oakden and was attended 
by 13 members with 9 apologies and 3 proxies. President DeDe outlined  the council’s activities over the 
past year and the decision to support Operation K9 (assistance dogs for veterans with PTSD) as our 
“cause” for the current year. The treasurer presented the financial reports and reported a small surplus 
($264)  for the year ending 30 June 2018. The existing council members were re-elected unopposed and 
despite appeals there were no new nominations. 
A special resolution to allow the Council to “invest funds in suitable securities as it thinks fit” was  the 
subject of a lively debate, primarily on risks vs returns, and narrowly failed to obtain the 75% vote 
required.  
Merle Menegay, Membership Officer, tabled and explained his report titled “Member Services and/or 
Causes” which  proposed to “Form a Services Committee (SC), Establish a Causes Committee (CC) and 
to Conduct a Membership Campaign.” Several members indicted their interest in being involved. 
Editor Note: Sandra Triplett subsequently agreed to join the council and Aleta Lavender Kelley agreed 
to chair an Events Committee and to attend council meetings in that capacity. 

MEET & GREET / CHRISTMAS DRINKS  5 DECEMBER 2018 

The monthly Meet & Greet function continues to be held at the Benjamin on Franklin Hotel  on the 
third Wednesday of each month and continues to be the main source of new members. We switched 
to the third Tuesday for July but decided to revert to the third Wednesday for future Meet & Greets 
The December event was designated ’Christmas Drinks’ with the first drink being paid for by the 
association. It was well attended and we were fortunate to have as our guest that evening, Cecelia 
Coleman, Consular Chief, US Consulate Melbourne. Cecelia was the US Consulate representative at our  
Battle of the Coral Sea Commemoration in 2017. 
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 DONATION TO OPERATION K9   JUN 2019 

As mentioned above, the current AAASA fundraising 
cause is Operation K9, a joint venture of the RSL and 
the Royal Society for the Blind to train and provide 
assistance dogs to veterans with PTSD.  
Several raffles and a musical program were held 
with all proceeds going to Operation K9. A total of 
$1278 was raised and the cheque was presented to 
the RSB at the end of June.2019. 

A part of our fundraising for Operation K9, Events Coordinator Aleta Lavender 
Kelley  arranged  a musical program at the Walkerville R S L Clubrooms on Sunday  
10 March 2019 from 4.00 to 6.00 pm. 
The program was in two parts with a 15 intermission during which refreshments 
were served.  
Part 1: Hungarian Gypsy Music, Old Swing Selections and Modern South American 
Tunes -performed by Peter Tuske (Violin) and Andreas Tuske (Guitar). 
Part 2: Scottish, Irish and 60’s folk music - performed by Peter Tuske (Violin), Alan 
Hartley (Guitar) and Carolyn Crowley (Soprano). 
Thirty one paying guests attended and apologies with donations were 

received from four others. As it was a 
fundraiser for a good cause (assistance dogs 
for veterans with PTSD) the Walkerville RSL 
provided the venue and the musicians 
provided their services at no charge. The 
refreshments (except bar) were donated and 
the association covered all incidental costs. 
The function raised $885. 

 FUNDRAISING MUSICAL PROGRAM 10 MARCH 2019 

AUSTRALIA DAY CELEBRATION 27 JANUARY 2019 

Australia Day weekend is a busy period for most people and past experience has shown that many 
members have other commitments on that weekend, so we tend to mark the occasion with an informal 
relatively low-key celebration 
Australia Day 2019 was celebrated on Sunday 27 January with a picnic-style get together at the home of 
President DeDe. Fifteen members attended and spent an enjoyable day, eating drinking and reminiscing. 

AAASA MERCHANDISE 

 Long Tie $A20 (new members $A15)            Bill Cap    A$15           
  Bow tie $A20 (new members $A15) 
          Items available at most AAASA events 
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 BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE 5 MAY 2019 

The 77th Anniversary Coral Sea Commemoration Service was held on Sunday 5 May 2019  at the 
Remembrance Columns in the Adelaide Botanic Gardens.   The service was conducted by Navy Chaplain 
Wayne Philp. The AAASA President Dana Stoba read the US President’s message and Senator the Hon 
David Fawcett, Assistant Minister for Defence read the Prime Minister’s message.  The Commemoration 
Address was given by Commander Andrew Burnett, CO Navy HQ SA. A total of 22 floral tributes or 
books were laid by representatives of the Australian Federal and State Governments, the US 
Government, senior Navy, Army, Air Force and Police Commanders,  Veterans Affairs and the Presidents 
of various service organisations. The Navy Band provided the buglers and the musical accompaniment. 
Navy cadets from the Torrens Flotilla provided escorts for VIPs and tribute bearers.  Morning tea was 

served after the service.   

. 

 

 

 

 

 See website www.aaasa.org.au for more pictures 
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 BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA ANNIVERSARY DINNER 4 MAY 2019 

The 77th Anniversary Coral Sea Dinner was held on Saturday 4 May 2019.   
Based on feedback from the 2018 dinner and suggestions from members the council decided to change 
the format of the anniversary dinner from a military-style formal dinner to a dinner dance with a more 
relaxed dress code and sought a suitable venue that did not charge a room hire fee and would provide a 
dance floor at no extra cost.  The venue chosen was the main function room at the Walkers Arms Hotel, 
Walkerville. The dinner was well attended with a total of 40 VIPs, members and guests.  Mrs DeDe 
Stoba was the MC. 
During the evening, Councillor Knoll, representing the Lord Mayor, proposed the toast to “The Queen 
and the People of Australia” and Mrs Cheryl Coates, Acting President RSL SA-NT proposed the toast to 
“The President and the People of the United States of America”. Mrs Dana Stoba read the US 
President’s message and Ms Frances Bedford MP read the Prime Minister’s message. 
 A three piece band entertained guests during the dinner and provided pleasant traditional music for 
dancing. 

 

 See website www.aaasa.org.au for more pictures 
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 INDEPENDENCE DAY  2019  

As the 4th of July is not a public holiday in Australia, if it does not fall on a weekend we have normally 
held the celebration on the nearest Saturday or Sunday.  
Last year we celebrated Independence Day on Saturday 7th July at The Chuck Wagon in O’Connell Street 
North Adelaide, which is an all-American style licenced eatery with an extensive, reasonably priced 
menu including starters, burgers, hot dogs, hot wings, pizza, fries, nachos, salads and amazing 
milkshakes. As this proved to be an excellent choice with great food we decided to go there again and 
booked in for Saturday 6th July this year. The function was well attended (28) and again proved very 
popular.  

 See website www.aaasa.org.au for more pictures 

 COMING ACTIVITIES 

MEET and GREET 

Third Wednesday each Month 
 Benjamin on Franklin Hotel 

233 Franklin Street, Adelaide 
6 pm - 6.45 pm Drinks in Lounge 

6.45 pm  Dinner 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

4.00 pm Sunday 29 September 2019 
1 Regent Court , Oakden 

The AGM is expected to be a brief meeting and will be followed by a light meal at no charge for 
members and partners.  BYO drinks. 

For further information, please phone 0400 295 853 or Email: general@aaasa.org.au 
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We welcome SM CABINETS  as a new corporate member. . 

We appreciate the continued support of BASETEC SERVICES as a corporate member of AAASA. 

Basetec Services is an Australian Engineering and Construction company working on Mining, 
Oil and Gas, Water and Wastewater industrial projects. The company is headquartered in 
Adelaide and specialises in Design and Construction Contracts of critical infrastructure both in 
Australia and Abroad.  With a niche in delivering composite solutions, Basetec can ensure they 
specify the right materials for highly corrosive and difficult environments.  
Basetec’s broad capabilities and experience mean they are a one-stop shop that can deliver a 
complete project – from design, fabrication and procurement through to construction and 
project delivery. Basetec work with all their clients to deliver customised value-for-money 
solutions to their specific project needs . 

President:   Dana (DeDe) Stoba.       E: kayd56661@gmail.com 
Vice President :  John Sturgul.         E: john.sturgul@adelaide.edu.au 
Secretary:   Sandra Triplett        E: sandi.triplett@hotmail.com 
Treasurer:   David Stoba.               E: djs0304@chariot.net.au 
Membership:  Merle Menegay.       E: mrmenegay@cs.com 
Member:   Patti Reynolds Allen.     E: paraporter@gmail.com 
Events Coordinator:  Aleta Lavender Kelley.  E: histroriclady7@yahoo.com 

 BASETEC SERVICES 

 COUNCIL 

 SM CABINETS 

We welcome JOHN’S PROFESSIONAL CLEANING SERVICES  as a new corporate member. 

John Kelley is a Master Technician; specialist in stain removal; formally trained & accredited by 
the Australian Carpet Cleaning Institute. John is licensed by IICRC & ICR, which are formal 
international accreditations.  Mobile: 0419 849259 

 Email: JOHNSPROFESSIONAL@bigpond.com  
SERVICES PROVIDED  

 JOHN’S PROFESSIONAL CLEANING SERVICES 

• Carpet Cleaning  
• Upholstery Cleaning 
• Specialized Stain Removal 
• Leather Upholstery Cleaning 

• Oriental Rug Cleaning 
• Water / Flood Damage 
•  Fire / Smoke Restoration 
 

• Odour Removal / Control 
• Mould & Mildew Removal  
• Minor Carpet Repairs 


