
Hello, Everyone, 
I realize that this newsletter is a wee bit late but we have been busy learning the webpage procedures 
so that we can care for it ourselves as opposed to paying someone to do it and being irritated that they 
would not do it as quickly as we would like.  If you haven’t seen it then, please, look as it is really very 
good.  Thanks, David for all your hard work.  We do need someone else to learn how to do it so that 
when we are gone there will be a back-up in place.  The council voted to maintain it ourselves so that’s 
what we are doing but, again, it can’t be a “one or two person” show.  Put your hand up and learn how 
and you might learn a new skill which can be used in other areas as well. 
We finished the renovations on our house which has taken six months and has kept us very busy with 
painting, moving furniture and in general rearranging the dining room, kitchen and living (lounge) room.  
I was pleased to show it to everyone at the 4th of July function. 
I have been very busy as the federal president visiting the other divisions in the Gold Coast , Darwin and 
Melbourne and went to Canberra for the Embassy 4th of July party as well.  We, also, saw Cecelia 
Coleman from the consulate for dinner while in Melbourne.   David and I drove  to Canberra and 
Melbourne and on the day following our return held a big Texas BBQ to celebrate the 4th of July at our 
house this year.  It was lovely to see as good a turn out as we had at Charles’ place last year.   
Our monthly Meet and Greets are growing.  It is always fun to see everyone and catch up as well as 
meet new people.  It seems that we are choosing to stay at the Naval Military and Air Force Club.  We 
are trying to find speakers for a short talk, film or just general information between the drinks and 
dinner and the club works well for this.  Plus, it is central for most people, a good atmosphere as well as 
good service and the parking is not a problem.    If you have a friend invite them along.  It’s not a private 
function and the whole point is to Meet and Greet each other and new people as well. 
I have purchased information cards to give to people who ask, or to whom you have spoken, about the 
association.  Everyone will get a few to give to these people so the information about AAA can be 
shared and they will know that they are invited to attend.   
Mark your calendars for all the functions planned in the next few months, Meet and Greets (3rd 
Thursdays), Federal Conference (Sept 8,9,10), SA’s AGM (23 Sept) and Thanksgiving.  David and I will be 
in Ireland for the month of August so someone else will be the host for the M&G and I will be gone in 
November visiting my daughter in Houston.   
Hoping to see all of you soon,    

Cheers, Dana K Stoba  (DeDe)       
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 GOVERNMENT HOUSE RECEPTION 9 NOVEMBER 2016 

 THANKSGIVING  25 NOV 2016 

Thanksgiving was again celebrated with a traditional dinner of turkey with all the trimmings, pumpkin 
pie, tea and coffee. As the Feathers Hotel was being renovated, the 2016 dinner was held at the 
Maylands hotel.  
Among the guests was Paul Winds, who told the story of a US Army 
dog handler who had  wanted to come to Australia, but was killed  
in Afghanistan. His parents arranged for the flag, that had flown 
over the White House at his commemoration service, to be sent to 
Australia where it toured all the places he had wanted to go and 
was finally flown by Paul at his home.  Paul presented the flag to our 
association for safe keeping.  Paul also displayed a United War Dogs 
Banner.  

DeDe conducted a thanksgiving quiz and prizes were awarded.  
A thoroughly good time was had by all. 

The annual reception hosted by His Excellency 
the Honourable Hieu Van Le AC ,Governor of 
South Australia,  for representatives of the 

organisations of which he is patron, was held on 
9 November 2016 on the lawns of Government 
House. The Australian American Association in 

South Australia was represented by Marty Lage, 
Vicky Gritzalis and Nick Panas.  It was a bright 

sunny day held in beautiful surroundings. 
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 Following the success of the December function, the committee decided to move the monthly Meet & 
Greet from the Caledonian Hotel, North Adelaide to the Naval, Military & Air Force Club starting in 
March. As the Club has the facilities for guest speaker presentations, the format was changed to having 
drinks in the Members Bar from 6.00 to 6.30 pm followed by a presentation or a forum discussion in 
the Long Tan Room until about 7.15 pm. Those that wished to stay could order a meal from the bar 
menu which would be served in one of the dining rooms after the presentation/discussion. 

The first guest speaker was Richard Bowyer, Lecturer, Computer Science, Engineering & Mathematics, 
Flinders University. His topic was “Water Drones” and covered the international water drone 
competition held in Hawaii in December 2016 in which a team from flinders University participated. 

The speaker in April was Anna Donaghy, busker extraordinaire from the Emerald Isle who gave an 
interesting and humorous talk and demonstration on “The Art of Busking”.  

In May, to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of the Coral Sea, we showed two videos. 
One was made by AAA Federation to mark the 70th Anniversary and the other was made by the ‘Protect 
the Coral Sea Group’. 

Committee member, Merle Menegay has been working on a “welcome kit” primarily aimed at 
Americans coming to Adelaide in connection with the ship building and associated activities. It was 
decided to use the June meeting for a ‘focus group discussion’ on this project led by Merle. It proved 
very worthwhile with many helpful suggestions from the attendees and a working party was 
established to progress this project. 

The guest speaker for July will be Naomi Tucker who is a PhD researcher at the University of Adelaide 
studying geology. Her topic is her expedition to Antarctica in 2015 which was part of her PhD. 

Speakers have already been lined up for August and September and any suggestions of other 
interesting speakers or topics for a focus group discussion would be most welcome. 

Details will be promulgated by flyers and on the AAASA Facebook page.  

The Naval, Military & Air Force 
Club, 111 Hutt Street Adelaide 
was the venue for the 
December Meet & Greet. 
Members were provided with 
a free drink on arrival and later 
all enjoyed a tasty meal in the 
‘Wardroom’.  
 

 CHRISTMAS DRINKS 8 DECEMBER 2016 

AUSTRALIA DAY 26 JANUARY 2016 

Australia Day was celebrated on 26 January with a “Sundowner” starting at 5pm at the home of Helen 
and Walter Stamm down at Onkaparinga Hills. A BBQ with salads and deserts was served and, as the 
weather was very pleasant, guests enjoyed sitting on the lawns watching the sun set over the hills.  
Thanks to Helen and Walter for their hospitality. 

MEET AND GREET 2017 
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The 75th Anniversary Coral Sea Commemoration Service was held on Sunday 7 May 2017  at the 
Remembrance Columns in the Adelaide Botanic Gardens.   The service was conducted by Navy 
Chaplain Wayne Philp. Consular Chief Ms Cecelia Coleman, US Consulate General, Melbourne read the 
US President’s message and Senator the Honourable Anne Ruston read the Prime Minister’s message.  
The Commemoration Address was given by Commander Andrew Burnett, CO Navy HQ SA. A copy of his 
address is on the AAASA website.  A total of 22 floral tributes or books were laid by representatives of 
the Australian Federal and State Governments, the US Government, senior Navy, Army, Air Force and 
Police Commanders,  Veterans Affairs and the Presidents of various service organisations. The Navy 
Band provided the buglers and the musical accompaniment. Navy cadets from Training Ship Stuart 
provided escorts for VIPs and tribute bearers.  Morning tea was served after the service.   
 
  

 BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA COMMEMORATION SERVICE   7 MAY 2017 

See webpage for more photos 
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The 75th Anniversary Coral Sea Dinner was held in the main dining room at the Naval, Military & Air 
Force Club  on Saturday 6 May 2017.  The dinner was well attended with a total of 56 VIPs, members 
and guests.  Mrs DeDe Stoba was the dining president and Colonel David Stoba the MC. 

Ms Frances Bedford MP represented the State Minister for Veterans Affairs and Consular Chief Ms 
Cecelia Coleman represented the US Ambassador. During the evening, Ms Frances Bedford MP read the 
Prime Minister’s message and proposed the toast to “The President and the People of the United States 
of America”. Ms Cecelia Coleman read the US President’s message and proposed the toast to “The 
Queen and the People of Australia”.  A saxophone-keyboard trio from the Royal Australian Navy Band- 
South Australia entertained guests during the dinner. 

After dinner, the guest speaker Commander Andrew Burnett gave a very interesting presentation on the 
close relationship between Australia and the United States of America going back as far as WW1.  A copy 
of his address is on the AAASA website. The evening concluded with coffee and chocolates in the 
Imperial Room. 

 

 CORAL SEA DINNER     6 MAY 2017 
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Independence Day was celebrated in style on Sunday 2 July at the home of DeDe and David Stoba with a 
Texas BBQ—Chilli and a layered dip as entrées then mesquite smoked beef brisket and polish sausage 
with a variety of salads, pinto beans and fresh home-baked bread. A  fruit cobbler with cream and/or 
pavlova followed for dessert. 

. 
 
 
 

 INDEPENDENCE DAY 2017 
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Alison Sturgul has again shared one of her tried and proven ones that she has been using for 40 years..      

Freewheeling Coffeecake 

Use any fruit you like best (apples, apricots, peaches, pears, strawberries, plums, bananas, etc.) 

Cook 4 cups of fresh fruit, chopped if necessary, in 1 cup of water until tender.  

Add 2 tablespoons of lemon juice, 1 cup sugar and 1/3 cup corn starch (corn flour to Aussies) and cook 
until thickened. 

 Cool. 

Cut 1 cup of cold, diced butter (250 g) into 3 cups plain flour, 1 cup sugar, 1 tablespoon baking powder, 1 
teaspoon salt, 1 teaspoon cinnamon, 1/4 teaspoon ground mace.  

Add 2 beaten eggs  with 1 cup milk and 1 
teaspoon vanilla extract. 

Spread half of batter into greased 9x12" 
pan.  

Spread the fruit over the batter.  

Spoon the rest of the batter over the fruit 
in small mounds. 

Sprinkle with a streusel of 1/2 cup sugar, 
1/2 cup butter, 1/2 cup flour and 1/2 cup 
walnuts or other nuts. 

Bake 350F (175C) for approximately 40-50 
minutes. 

FREEWHEELING COFFEECAKE 

 US CONSULAR VISITS TO ADELAIDE 

All consular visits are advertised well in advance on the U.S. Mission to Australia website at http://
canberra.usembassy.gov/service/upcoming-consular-visits.html.  The best guidance for members is to 
visit the American Citizen Services Outreach page from time to time for updates on proposed consular 
visits .Once a visit is scheduled, those wishing to participate must register their interest by email at 
MelbourneACS@state.gov. In your email, please include your name, contact telephone number and 
the details of the citizenship service you wish to submit an application for (please also include the 
names and dates of birth of each applicant).  Once you have registered with them, they will contact 
you via email to confirm your registration and further instructions about how to prepare and submit 
the application/s. 

Registration 

If you are an American citizen and have not registered with the consulate you need to do.   if there is 
an emergency involving you ,then the consulate will be able to contact your family. 

http://canberra.usembassy.gov/service/upcoming-consular-visits.html
http://canberra.usembassy.gov/service/upcoming-consular-visits.html
http://canberra.usembassy.gov/service/upcoming-consular-visits.html
mailto:MelbourneACS@state.gov
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 Long Tie $A20 (new members $A15)            Bill Cap A$15           
  Bow tie $A20 (new members $A15) 
          Items available at most AAASA events 

 
 
 
 

 MEET and GREET—THIRD THURSDAY EACH MONTH 
 Naval, Military & Air Force Club 

111Hutt Street, Adelaide 
6 pm - 6.30 pm Drinks in Members Bar 

6.30 pm—7.15 pm Guest Speaker or Focus Group Discussion 
7.15 pm  Dinner 

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING—SUNDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 2017 

Will be held at the home of DeDe & David Stoba 
1 Regent Court, OAKDEN 

On Sunday 18 September 2016 
commencing at 4.00 pm.  

To be followed by a BBQ at no charge to members and partners, non-members $10 
BYO Drinks Everything else is provided 

ALL WELCOME 

RSVP By 19 September for catering purposes. 
  

President: Dana (DeDe) Stoba  Vice Presidents : John Sturgul & Victor Squires   
Minute Secretary: Ray Winterfield Correspondence Secretary & Treasurer: David Stoba 

Members: Patti Reynolds-Allen , Merle Menegay  

 AAASA MERCHANDISE 

 COMING ACTIVITIES 

 COUNCIL 

The Federation of Australian American Associations, of which AAASA is a member, is required by its 
constitution to hold an Annual General Meeting each year. This is held in conjunction with a Federal 
Conference hosted by one of the divisions. This year it will be held in Brisbane. 
The tentative program is for a Reception on Friday evening, the Executive Meeting on Saturday morning 
with the Federal AGM and open forum on Saturday afternoon followed by a dinner on Saturday 
evening. On Sunday the Brisbane Division is organising a social activity for those that are able to stay. 
Each division has one representative on the Federal Executive and is allowed three voting delegates 
(plus unlimited observers) at the AGM. We are hoping for a good showing by AAASA, so if you are 
interested in participating , please  let David Stoba know. (E: djs0304@chariot.net.au, T: 8266 0007) 

 AAA FEDERAL CONFERENCE  & AGM    9-11 SEPTEMBER 2017 


